
Art Center Home based Project Ideas                   
We want you all to know that we are thinking of you and sending you and your beautiful children our love.   

May these art and play experience ideas provide a bit of comfort, routine, joy, and connection.   

Much love to you all from your art center family. 
Grated Chalk Prints 

Finely grate a variety of chalk over a waterproof tub 
filled with water.  (Grate over an old screen or even over 

a fine mesh wire strainer from the kitchen).   
The chalk will float on top of the water.   

Gently swirl the water with the handle of a paint brush 
or popsicle stick, if desired.   

Lay a piece of paper (cut smaller than the tub size) on 
top of the water.  Gently press the paper to connect with 

the water.  Pull the paper out & reveal the beautiful & 
always unique chalk print!  

You can create a ghost print, by printing this chalky 
water again without adding any new grated chalk.  

 
 

Post your art in your windows  
& share joy with others passing by your home.  

Also consider posting your art on social media to 
encourage others & to share your creative ideas! 

 Write letters to friends & family 
Include a drawing or painting. 

 
Consider pressing & drying a pretty flower or an 
herb sprig & sending the beauty of spring to your 

reader. 

 Solar Oven S’mores 
Gather a cardboard box to build a solar oven.  Add foil 

to all sides including the top which will become the 
reflective roof piece.  Add sticks to each side as 

supports to prop the roof open.  These may need to be 
taped onto the box & attached to the roof.  Fix the roof 

to an angled open position. 
Set the solar oven directly in a sunny spot.  

 Arrange your graham crackers, stacked with chocolate 
pieces or chocolate chips, & mini marshmallows on the 
oven base.  You can also add an outdoor thermometer 
if you are interested in observing how hot it gets inside.  

Cover the oven opening with plastic wrap or a thin towel 
to keep out any critters or dirt.  Check on the S’mores 

regularly.  The cook time depends on how warm the day 
is.  The S’mores are ready when the marshmallows & 

chocolate pieces are melty!  Enjoy eating this gooey & 
yummy science experiment!   

Watercolor Compass 
Remove the pencil from a 

compass and add a 
watercolor paint brush.  

Dip the brush in the 
watercolor & paint all sizes 
of circles while exploring 
how a compass works.   

 

Balloon Tennis  
Keep a balloon up in the 
air by hitting it with your 

hand, a fly swatter, or 
paper plates with popsicle 

stick handles.   
Hit the balloon back & 

forth & count how many 
times you can pass the 

balloon without it touching 
the ground. 

Boat Float Challenge 
Build a boat out of Legos, folded paper, sticks, foil, 
popsicle sticks, or a variety of recycled materials.  

Add your boat to a tub of water.  Does it float?  If it 
does not, make adjustments & try again.  If it does 
float, can it hold weight?  Add pennies, marbles, or 
small stones & measure how much weight can it 
hold? Make changes to improve your boat & re-

evaluate how much weight it can hold.    

Chalk Your Walk 
Add inspiring messages 

&/or brightly colored 
pictures to the sidewalks 
along your walk!  Share 

your joy with others! 
Make a sidewalk chalk 
mosaic by taping off 

border lines with painter’s 
tape.  Color in the mosaic 

& remove the tape.   

 

 


